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Good morning from California! What a crazy year it’s been – several of us have had some health challenges then victories and we continue on the recovery 

road. About a year ago (January / February 2012) my breathing became quite labored then I had to drop out of a running event I’ve long enjoyed participating 

in. It’s an annual event I’ve run in March most years since 1996 and I have 20 finishes on my bucket list of running goals (currently at 15!) – getting close. I 

was about 25% through the event this past March and looked around only to realize I was one of the last runners in a field of about 750 participants. I’m usually 

towards the back of the pack, but not that far back!  Anyway, the course comes back by the cars at about that point so I turned in my race chip and headed 

for home – even walking out to one of the aid stations became labored so it wasn’t a good day. A week later my doctor informed me I was only processing about 

50% of the oxygen I was taking in. During the course of a subsequent CT scan of my lungs (which were clear) the doctor noticed a lesion on my right kidney 

feared to be cancerous. To make a long story short, it turned out to be a non-cancerous cyst which was great news but it took a surgical procedure then analysis 

of the removed lesion to confirm the finding. Six weeks later and about 15 pounds lighter I was back on the trails again – I’m now on a daily regimen of a 

steroid inhaler (Symbicort) and an asthma pill but it seems to be working. Guess the breathing problems were asthma related which I’d never experienced before 

but a specialist did a series of allergy reaction tests where they prick your skin (on the back) with a couple of dozen elements to determine what you are allergic 

to – for me, it was most of the trees in the upper woodlands of the Sierra Nevada mountains in northern California where I do a lot of weekend running. 

Interesting that pushing up to nearly 10,000 ft (well above the tree line) on a backpacking trip later in the summer was no problem – just running in the winter 

/ springtime woodland oaks that are situated in the 1,000 – 2,000 ft. elevations where I spend a lot of time. Oh well, marching on… 

 

Also on the medical front and as I write this, Bill English is in the early stages of treatment for colorectal cancer that was diagnosed in late November last year. 

I’m sure Bill would appreciate your prayers and thoughts in the coming months. You can also follow Bill’s blog about the process at: 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/billenglish 

 

In late April several of us attended the Marine Embassy Guard Association reunion that was held in Arlington and had a chance to tour the new MSG school 

that opened on May 1. The new school is on the west side of I-95 at Quantico and I’m sure is a great improvement over the school that has been home to the 

school and headquarters element for most of the past 30 years. The reunion recognized the Fall of Saigon Marines Association and the recent publication of Last 
Men Out by Bob Drury and Tom Clavin. Mr. Clavin was able to join us and with his assistance we autographed and sold a couple of dozen copies of the book 

resulting in a nice donation to the association. Tip of the cap to Steve Hasty, Top Valdez, Bill Newell, Carlos Silva, Don Nicholas and Randy Smith for making 

the trip. Certainly the best of times when we’re able to break bread together (and burn up Newell’s Visa card at the bar! Thanks again, Bill!). 

 

The next Marine Embassy Guard Association reunion will be held at the Sheraton National Downtown Hotel in Nashville, TN April 10 – 14, 2013. If you are 

interested in attending (and I’ve always had an enjoyable time at their events) the phone number for hotel reservations is: (615) 259-2000. Be sure to reference: 

Marine Embassy Guard Association or MEGA.  The room rate is $124.00 per night. More information about the event can be found online at: 

http://www.embassymarine.org/reunion/reunion.html and you can also register for the event at: http://militaryreunionplanners.com/MEGA . In addition to the 

hotel fees, there are other registration and banquet fees. Please see the enclosed flyer for more information including meal choices. 

 

Additionally, the Saigon MAC group (any era Marine Security Guards or Dept. of State / Defense personnel who have ever served in Saigon) are in the 

preliminary planning stages for their next event for April 30 – May 3, 2014 (spring of 2014) in Galveston, TX. Event details to be announced at a future date. 

You may check back from time to time at: http://www.galvestonreunion.saigonmac.org for more info. 

 

Speaking of reunions, please start saving your green-backs for a trip to Saigon and other possible locations in Vietnam tentatively slated for the 1st Quarter of 

2015 – 40 years from our time of service in South Vietnam. The details are still being developed but it’s looking like a February – early April time frame. Besides 

touring the former embassy and DAO areas, we’re looking into other excursions as well to Can Tho, Bien Hoa, Nha Trang and Da Nang and those plans will 

be rolled out over the next year or so – we would greatly appreciate any suggestions you may have. Besides the main trip, there will most likely be options to 

extend for more of a vacation that could include some beach time or other relaxation opportunities. Ideally, the plans and options should be locked down about 

a year out for budgetary planning with everything firmed up by September 30, 2014. It may sound like a long ways off, but these things will come up quicker 

than expected as the calendar pages keep turning. I’ve had the pleasure of traveling to Saigon a few times over the past 8 years or so and am very comfortable 

traveling around Saigon, Vung Tao, Bien Hoa and the environs. I’ve also traveled to I Corps a couple of times and visited many of the places most of us only 

learned about in the boot camp history classes or in stories told by our drill instructors. The river-walk area in Hue City is quite nice, too, and I’m sure many 
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spouses would like that part of the country. There is also interest in traveling to Hanoi and perhaps visiting the Marine detachment – those connections and 

relationships are being developed as I write this. Stay tuned! Please don’t hesitate to share your ideas – one of the best ways is on our Facebook page or feel free 

to send me a personal e-mail at ken.crouse@sbcglobal.net or my phone # is (916) 220-0085.  Ideally, we’ll find a way to fly into one of the connecting Asian 

cities –Taipei most likely – about the same time so we can fly in to Saigon together. Saigon is quite crowded so getting multiple groups from the airport to a 

downtown hotel would be less than ideal, but it’s easy to arrange for a large van or bus for a larger group. I’ve worked with a Saigon-based tour agency before 

and they are excellent in terms of service and I’m sure will exceed any needs we may have. 

 

Oh yeah, our Facebook group page. To find it, just go to Facebook and enter the search term “Fall of Saigon Marines.” It’s a closed group but just send a request 

through the page and you’ll be added very quickly. The group currently has 58 members including Mike McCormick who jumped in with both boots during 

2012 year. Guess things were getting a little slow in Bakersfield, so he’s in touch with us that way as well. Welcome aboard, Mike! 

 

With 2013 already under way we’re making plans for this year’s scholarship presentations in Marshalltown, Iowa and Woburn, MA. As you can see from the 

photos of last year’s recipients, we continue to age but the kids keep getting younger – gosh, I think John Ghilain got the better of those evenings! Please join 

us if you’d like – the Lance Corporal Darwin L. Judge Memorial Scholarship will be presented in Marshalltown on the evening of May 15th this next year and 

the Corporal Charles Mahon, Jr. Memorial Scholarship will be presented in Woburn on April 4th. If you are able to attend either event, please let me know and 

I’ll get you the details. I always look forward to hanging out at dinner with Dwight McDonald and others after the awards night in Marshalltown. 

 

Speaking of scholarships and things financial, here’s a re-cap from last year. Our funds are managed by Bill Newell, the association’s Treasurer and President / 

Founder of Atlantic Capital Management, Inc. in Holliston, MA. I’m sure if you need any assistance with personal financial issues, Bill would be more than 

willing to help you as well – his contact info is: (508) 893-0872 or e-mail is: bnewell@acminc.org / their website is:  http://www.acminc.org . 

 

Fall of Saigon Marines Association 

2012 Summary of Account Activity 

12/31/2011 Balance  $23,204.85 

2012 Total Donations $3,081.09 

2012 Distributions  -$2,000.00 

Net Money In  $1,056.09 

    

12/31/2012 Balance  $25,509.53 

    

Investment Performance $1,223.59 

Annualized Return  5.13% 

    

Also included in the photos is a recent picture of Randy Smith, Mike Sweeney and Bill English. It’s great to hear about guys who are carving out time to catch 

up. Also a tip of the cap to Randy Smith and Don Nicholas for taking some time last August to travel to West Lafayette, IN and drop in on Duane Gevers then 

over to Nelsonville, OH to visit Tim Creighton. No matter where we find ourselves, a day is certainly improved when it’s shared with the Marines we served 

with in South Vietnam. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if your travels find you in northern California and we’ve got other guys scattered across the country 

– the northeast, up and down Florida, throughout California, the Midwestern part of our great country – all over. Glad to help you find some of the guys. 

Lastly, the association and its continuing scholarship program depends on your generous donations. The only expenses we incur are the scholarships, website 

registration and some nominal website administration expenses to a consulting firm retained to manage the site. None of the officers or volunteers receive any 

compensation. As you can see from the above summary from last year, your funds are well managed. If you’d like to contribute to our ongoing work ($100 per 

year is recommended but all amounts are greatly appreciated), please send a check made payable to: Fall of Saigon Marines Association, c/o Ken Crouse, 

Secretary ∙ 487 Slocum Drive ∙ Folsom, CA 95630. All donations are tax deductible and will be receipted. Upon request, we’re glad to provide copies of the 

corporate papers and correspondence from the Internal Revenue Service and Franchise Tax Board confirming the status of the association as a 501(c)(19) 

Veteran’s organization.  Semper Fidelis, 
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Above: 2012 Cpl Charles McMahon, Jr. Memorial Scholarship winners Stephen Cecere and Tess Amendola with John Ghilain. 

Below: 2012 LCpl Darwin L. Judge Memorial Scholarship winners Nathan Lacina and Austin Jacobs with Dwight McDonald and Ken Crouse 

 
 



 

Above: Apr 28, 2012: Ken Crouse; Don Nicholas; Steve Hasty; Top Valdez; Bill Newell; Randy Smith and Carlos Silva. 

Below: Col. Steve Hasty, USMC, Ret. (former NCOIC of the Can Tho detachment) and Amb. Terry McNamara (former Consul General of the 

consulate in Can Tho) 

  
 



 

Photo from just last week at a restaurant in the Land O Lakes, FL (Tampa) area 

Left to right: Randy Smith, Elizabeth English, Mike Sweeney, Bill English and Lesley Zajac. 

They all met in Geneva following the Marines’ time in Saigon and Bill’s subsequent stop in Calcutta 

before being assigned to Geneva. 

Bill and Elizabeth were married in Annecy, France following MSG Duty and celebrated their 35th wedding 

anniversary last October. 

Think we’ll need to book that room for a future reunion – looks like a great spot to renew friendships! 
 

 

  



 



 


